CHAPTER 11
HISTORY

Man has been living in Sundargarh district from very early times.
He has left evidence ip the shape of stone tools. As he could not live
without water, the sites wherc the tools have been found must have beep
near sources of water. It is very understandable why so many of them
have been found associated with river gravel.

The tools of Early Stone Age were hand-axes, cleavers, scrapers,
etc. They have been found at Bishalbury, Jangra, and Satkuta.

The tools of Middle Stone Age were flakes. They have been found
at Bishalbury, Bhanjgarh, Bhaludungri, Bonaigarh, Bisra, Jagannath-
posh, Jhirpani, Khadiakudar, Khunfgaon, Tumkelaghat, and Kurhadi-
The tools found at Bonaigarh were in laterite quarries. Those found at
Bhaludungri 5 km. to the south of Bonaigarh were on the slope
of a quartzite hill. '

During the Neolithic Age polished stone celts were in use. Nine
microliths made out ofred jasper were found at Bhaludungri. The other
sites are Khuntgaon in Bonai subdivision in river Korapani, and at
Jangra in the gravel of the Brahmani. A. C. Mittal in his book “An
Early History of Orissa” thinks that Neolithic man made use of rock
shelters in this district. These are found at Ushakothi, Manikmunda,
and on a hill called Akhada Parvata near the ancient site of
Belsaragarh.

A significant discovery in the realm of pre-historic archaeology is
the paintings found on a rock shelter at Manikmunda. The site is situated
inside a reserved forest, about 5 km. to the south-west of Hemgir.
To approach this site, one has to proceed along the Hemgir-Kanika road
and turn to the right to reach the village named Sukhabandh. Then,
one has to take the road branching off to the right from the Siva temple
at Sukhabandh, and after proceeding to a short distance one reaches this
place of great antiquarian interest. Here, paintings in red ochre or
hematite illustrating hunting and other scenes are found in the inner
walls of a rock shelter. The rock shelter is about 50 ft. in length.
Similar paintings of the pre-historic man have been found at Singhanpur?
in Madhya Pradesh, Ulapgarh in Sambalpur district, Gudahandi in
Kalghandi district and Ushakothi in Sundargarh district. This seems

!, Amar Nath Dutta, Pre-historic Relicyand the Rock paintings of Singhanpur,
Calcutta—1931,
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42 SUNDARGARH

to suggest the close cultural inter-relationship that preYailed in pre-
historic period. It may also be pointed out that the region formed a
single political unit during the early historic period and was known
as the South Kosala.

The pictographic writing found on a hill range called ‘Ushakuti’
(also called Ushakothi)is an important discovery which throws light on
the proto-historic culture of the region. Ushakothi is situated on a hill
range within the jurisdiction of Lefripara police station of Sundargarh
district. There are two villages named Amatpani and Rajbahal near
the site. According to local traditions, Rama is said to have stayed at
Ushakothi along with Laksmana and Sita. The hill range consists of 3
hills, the eastern one is called Ushakothi. The hill situated in the middle
is styled as the Nandihill : for in the western hill Ramachandra is said
to have worshipped Siva during his stay at the place. The site of
Ushakothi is at once picturesque and awe-some. The record found at
Ushakothi may be compared with the Vikramkhol inscription?
discovered from Sambalpur district. The engraving, which we have
tentatively taken to be an inscription, has not yet been deciphered.

As noted above, the Sundargarh district is rich in pre-historic
archaeology whose importance has barely begun to be known. We
present below the archaeological materials, so far known, of the historical
period which are a valuable source for the reconstruction of the history
and culture of the region.

Three copper plate inscriptions have so far been discovered from
the district. Of these, one belongs to Tunga dynasty, one to Mayura
dynasty, and the remaining one to the Paramara-Sekhara dynasty of
Gangput.

The Bonai copper plate grant of Vinita Tunga was sent by
Rai Bahadur Sarat Chandra Roy from the Bonai State to
Mahamohopadhyaya Haraprasad Shastri who edited the plate
in the Journal of Bihar and Orissa  Research Society ®. The
inscription is engraved on a single copper plate measuring 9” by 61,
The royal seal soldered on it bears in reliefa couchant figure of
deer. The charter was issued by ““Sri Vinita Tunga Deva” whose name
also appears on the seal. Vinita Tunga is mentioned in the grant as a
son of Khadga Tunga and the grandson of Vinita Tunga I who belonged
to the Sandilya gotra and came from Rohitasi (Rohtasgarh). He was
ruling over Yamagartta Mandala and he is endowed with subordinate

. Vide. Sambalpur  District Gazetteer, pp. 551—554.
2. Vide JBORS, Vol. VI, Plate II, pp.236—241
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titles like Maharaja Ranaka. The donee was a Brahman named
Harsanala belonging to the Haritagotra. The village Komnjari
mentioned in the grant has been identified with Keonjhar.

The Bonai copper plate grant of Udaya Varaha was also published
by Haraprasad Shastri'. In this inscription, he wrongly read the name
of Talai mandalabut the correct reading of it is Bonai Mandala ®.
The record reveals that Bonai Mandala was ruled by kings belonging
to the Mayura family whichoriginally came from Chitrakuta. The
charter was issued by Udaya Varaha.

The Barapali copper plate grant of Hambhir Dev has been
discovered from the village Barapali situated in the Bargaon police
station of Sundargarh district’. The charter was issued by king
Hambhir Dev who used imperial titles like Maharajadhiraja, and
Maharaja. The record states that Hambhir Dev, donated 2
village named Barapali to Rajaguru Sri Narayan Bisi on the
occasion of Solar eclipse. Barapali mentioned in the plate is
obviously identical with the village Barapali, the find spot of the plate.
King Hambhir Dev may be taken to be a member of the Paramara~Sekhara
royal family of Gangpur. This Raj family ruled over Gangpur till 1948
when the State merged with Orissa. -

A stone inscription was discovered at Akharsila, which is a village
about 24 km. from Bonaigarh on the old Bamra—Bonai road. In 1936,
under the direction of Rai Bahadur Chunilal Ray, the then Diwan of the
Bonai State, a photograph of the inscription was sent to Calcutia. Srj
§.N. Misra reports, “The word TA-LA-LI which was at the top of the
inscription was read without any difficulty, but the reading of the other
lines was difficult because of their worn-out condition and also because
the surrounding stones blur the scene”t. We believe, the word Ta-la-1;
isa confusion for Bonai. However, further examination of the inscription
is necessary to throw light on this matter.

In June 1969, the Superintendent of Orissa State Museum, Bhubane.
swar, brought four gold coins together with broken pieces of a  gold
chain having eight rings, and broken bits of one gold risg from the
Nizarat officer of Bonai. On examination it was noticed that the collect.
tion contains one gold coin of Kushana King Huvishka. The other three
pieces, bearing various figures on one side only, are not coins but copy
of Huvishka’s coins and were meant to be decorative, The gold coin of

1, Vige JBORS, pp. 24145 -
Y. JBRS, Vol. XXxI, Pt. IO, pp. 159—71

*, N. K. Sahu (ed), New Aspects of History of Orissa, Sambal Universit
1971. oD, 52-—'54. s SSa, alpur niversi y’

“.JKHRS, Vol. I, No. 2. p.166.
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Huvishka (wt 8.500 gms.) is a unique discovery, and is a valuable addi-
tiontoour knowledge of the Kushana coinage. The condition
of the coinis fairly good. The coinwasused asa pendant; is provided
with a perforated projection at the top for suspension. The find
of a Kushana gold coin inthe Sundargarh district is interesting;a
number of imitation Kushana coins (all in copper) along with the
coins of both Kanishka and Huvishka have been brought to light in
Balasore, Puri, Ganjam, Keonjhar, and Mayurbhanj districts of Orissa.
We have a number of theories attempting to explain the discovery but
till now it remains a subject of controversy. Some scholars, suggest that
the territory was once conquered by the Kushanas; but it is difficult to
support this speculation. The use of gold coin and other three pieces
representing copy of Huvishka’s coins for the ornament purpose seem to
suggest that Kushana coins were not the currency of Orissa, and had come
there only for the ornament purpose. Though Orissa, in all probability,
was not conguered by the Kushanas, foreign influence over Orissa can
not be altogether ignored. This finds corroboration in the Asanpat
inseription in which king Satrubhanja has been styled as a Devaputra®.
Some scholars have attempted to explain the presence of the Kushana
coins in Orissa by assuming the Murunda occupation of Orissa®.

The district contains a number of temples ; these, however, have not
been exhaustively surveyed or even counted. Most of these temples
being built in comparatively later times, do not possess any artistic
or architectural importance. But when classified on religious basis,
they throw light on the influence and popularity of different religions
in the region.

The Bonai copper plate grant of Udaya Varaha, which describes
the king as a Parama Saugata (devout Buddhist) reveals that the region
came under the influence of Buddhism. It is believed that the Varaha
rulers built a Vihara on the bank of the Brahmaniriver atthe modern
village of Akharsila. S.N. Misra thinks that the Buddhist images which
have been placed in front of a Siva temple at Deogaon, 5 km. to the
west of Bonaigarh, may have been the images of that Vihara 3.

Temples in honour of Jagannatha at Sundargarh, Bargaon, Raiboga,
Talpatia, Kumarkela, Kupsinga, Rupidihi, Karamdihi, Bonai,
ctc., show that people had great reverence for Jagannatha of Puri. T he
Samalai temple at Sundargarh indicates the hold of goddess Samalai of
Sambalpur on the religious life of the people.

1, OHRJ, Vol. XIII, No. 2 p.4
*. Ancient India No. 5, pp.100—101;

N. K. Sahu, Utkal University History of Orissa, Vol.1, pp.418—28,
3, JKHRS, Vol.I, No.2,p. 166
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Saivism was also a popular religion in this region, and there are
number of Saiva shrines of which mention may be made of Dhabale-
swara at Subdega, Dhabaleswara at Tildega, Dhabaleswara at Deogacn,
Siva temple at Sukhabandh, Mahadeva temple at Sundargarh, Jhade-
swara temple at Jouda and Kopeswara, and Baneswara temples at
Bonai. The Chandrasekhar temple at Panposh attracts a nhumber
of devotees from distant places particularly on the Sivaratri day.

Gopaljew is worshipped at Bonai, while shrines in honour of Banshi-
dhari exist at Deogaon, Kandakala, Bhaludungri, Kalaiposh, Jhirda-
pali, etc. Shri Ramji is worshipped at Indrapur and at Sundargarh.
The Radha-Krishna cult had its influence upon. the people and a Raja
of Bonai, who appears to have been a follower of this cult, erected a
temple for the worship of Radha and Krishna.

Stray images are found at different places inthe district. Among Stray
the stray scultptures mention may be made of images of Ganesa and Tmages
Durga found at the fortress of Junagarh. Several detached sculptures
including an image of Bhairava, are to be found in front of a Siva temple
at Sukhabandh near Hemgir. These architectural fragments evidently
belonged to an earlier temple which stood at the place.

The district contains the remains of a few forts which offer examples Ruined
of the military architecture. The forts are Belsaragarh near Tangar- Forts
pali, Jamsaragarh near Bisra, Junagarh near Hemgir, and Masabira-
garh in Lefripara  police station. In the Bonai subdivision, an
elevated place near village Khadiakudar, which was probably the remains
of a mud fort, is called Bhanjgarh, for according to local tradition, the
Bhanja kings of Keonjhar used it as a camping place in their wars with,
the rulers of Bonai. Archaeological excavation and exploration of the
forts may reveal to some extent their history. Ofallthe forts mentioned
above, the old fort at Junagarh, is the largest of the ruined ones. Juna-
gath is about five kilometres to the south-west of Hemgir. Situated
on the top of a hill and surrounded by hills which served as ramparts,
itis a naturally formed hill fortress. A perennial stream flows on all
the four sides of the central hill which houses the main foriress. Thus
the stream serves the purpose of a natural moat. The top of the central
hillis approached by a flight of steps. On the top, there is a huge piece
of stone from which one can have a good view of surrounding rampart-
like mountains. The armed guards placed on the ramparts could
Communicate through signs with the king if he stood at this spot. It
is believed, the fort belonged to the local Kesari kings who ruled in
the area several centuries ago.
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46 SUNDARGARH

Traditionally, the territory of what is now called Sundargarh
district formed a part of Daksina Kosala. Kosala was an important
Mahajanapada of Northera {ndia and it contipued as a single unit!
atleast upto the mise of the Mauryas. But at a later period, a new
kingdom called Kosala grew in the Vindhya region. Evidently,
it was designated as Dakshina Kosala in order to distinguish it from
Uttara Kosdla. 1t is difficult, however, to say when and how the term
Dakshina Kosala came into currency. Pargiter® believes that Rama’s
long stay in the region gave rise to this term, while Dr. D.C.
Sircar 3 asserts that South Kosala was colonised by the Ikshvaku
princes of Ayodhya. By the time of poet Kalidasa, South Kosala had
been already known as a distinet political unit, for in the Raghu-
vamsa® he seems to suggest that Kusavati, the capital of Kusa,
was located on the Vindhyan ranges. The territorial limits of
South Kosala varied depending upon the ability and power of its
ruler. Inthe widest sense, South Kosala comprised the modern districts
of Raipur and Bilaspur in Madhya Pradesh and the district of Sambalpur,
Sundargarh, Balangir, and Kalahandi in Orissa.?

An inscription discovered from Asanpat in Keonjhar® district
(c. 3rd—4th century A. D.) reveals that a king named Satrubhanja ruled
over the kindgom of Vindhyavati, which probably denoted a vast king_
dom extending up to the Vindhyas. Itisthus apparent that Sundargarh
region was also under the control of King Satrubhanja. The Vindhyavati,
ruled by Satrubbanja, may be said to be the same as South Kosala.
It is known from the Allahabad pillar inscription? that South Kosala
was ruled by Mahendra in the middle of the 4th century A.D.
Mahendra is mentioned as one of the 12 kings defeated by Samudra-
gupta. Thisproves the extension of the Gupta influence over South
Kosala which may have included, besides the districts of Raipur, Bilaspur,
and Sambalpur, a portion of Sundargarh district.® The Balaghat

!, Vishuddhananda Pathak, History of Kosala, Delhi, 1963, pp. 45—46
*. F. E. Pargiter, Ancient Indian Historical Tradition London, 1922, p. 278.

®. R. C.Majumdar and A. 8. Altekar (ed). The Vakataka Gupta Age, Banaras,
1954, p. 78.

4, Raghuvamsa, XVI, 32, XV. 97.

5. S. C. Behera, Historical Geography of South Kosala, New Aspects of Hist,
of Orissa, edited by’Dr. N K. Sahu, Sambalpur University, 1,971, p.24. f History

¢, OHRJ, Vol. XIII No. 2, pp.1—8

7, C.I, L. FI, VolIII, p.7.

®. This  appears plausible in view of the fact that Kosala and Mahakantar
mentioned in the Allahabad pillar inscription have been located by scholars reslll)ecta-‘
tivly in the Balangir-Sonepur region, and the forests of Koraput and Kalahandi
districts. (See Balangir District Gazetteer,p.43)
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plates’ and the Ajanta inscription? seem to suggest that South Kosala
was controlled by the Vakatakas. However, it is not possible to be
definite as to what relation Sundargarh region had with the Vakatakas

From the early medieval period different portions of the present
Sundargarh district were under the control of different ruling families.
Brief historical sketches of these ruling families, based on available
evidence, are given below. v

Towards the close of the fifth centruy A. D., a chieftain named
Sarabha founded a kingdom in the eastern part of South Kosala with
Sarabhapura as the headquarters. Sarabha, the founder of the dynasty,
is identical with Sarabharaja, maternal grandfather of Goparaja of
the Eran Inscription® (Gupta year 191—511 A. D.) of the time of Bhanu-
gupta. Itis known from the Pipardula and Kurud grants * that he
was the father of Maharaja Narendra. Scholars like Dr. V.V. Mirashi®
and L. P. Pandey ® identify the city of Sarabhapura, apparently named
after Sarabha, with Sarapgarh in the former Gangpur State, now
included in the Sundargarh district of Orissa. However, it may be
mentioned, that there is difference of opinion among the scholars as
regards the correct identification of Sarabhapura. The identification
with Sarapgarh of Sundargarh district, seems to be quite satisfactory
in the present state of our knowledge. It is evident that in course of
time Sarabhapura, came to be known as Sarabhagarh when the suffix
‘pura’ Was replaced by ‘garh’ both conveying more or less the same
Meaning. The name ‘Sarapgarh’ is quite likely a vaiiant of
.Sarabhagarh’.

Sarabha was succeeded by his son Narendra. The next successor
Wasa king named Prasanna. He isalso known to us froma number
of gold and silver coins on which his name is mentioned as Prasanna~
Matra. After Prasannamatra the throne of Sarabhapura probably
passed to his son Jayaraja (also called Maha-Jayaraja but his rea]
name appears to be Jaya ). The Mallar plates ? reveal that Jayaraja
had two sons, viz., Pravara and Vyaghra. Prasannamatra had another
son Named Manamatra who also became the ruler. It is known
fromthe Kauvatal plates that his real name was Durgaraja (mentioned

1, EI, Vol. IX, p.269.

*. El, Vol. XXVI, pp. 137 ff.

3, CI, Vol. II1, pp. 91 ff.

‘. IHQ, Vol. XIX, pp. 139 ff; El Vol, XXXI, pp.263 ff.
%, El, Vol. XXVI, p. 229, foot note 2.

*. Proceedings of the 5th Oriental Conference, p. 461 ff.
".El, Vol. XXXIV,pp.45—50.

The Sar-
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48 SUNDARGARH

as Maha-Durgaraja in the record ). The next important ruler of
Sarabhapura was Sudevaraja (styled as Maha-Sudevaraja in the inscrip-
tions ), who was the son of Durgaraja-Manamatra. He wasa very
powerful ruler. The extent of his dominion is indicated by his copper
plate grants, viz., Khariar, Arang, Kauvatala, Sarangarh, Raipur,
etc. While the earlier kings of the family are kncwn to bave ruled
from Sarabhapura, Mahasudevaraja issued his charters both from
Sarabhapura and Sripura. It appears that Mahasudevaraja founded
the city of Sripura (identified with medern Sirpur in the Raipur district
of Madhya Pradesh ) and developed it as bis secondary capital. The
jast Sarbhapuriya king, so far known, was Pravararaja (also called
Maha-Pravararaja ). He was the son of Manamatra, and therefore,
he may be regarded as a brother of Mahasudevaraja. In his reign,
Sripura was the capital of the Sarbhapuriyas. The Thakurdiya plates
dated in the third regnal year of Maha-Pravararaja was issued from
Sripura. We have no information abcut the reign cr achievement of
any of his successors. The Panduvamsis invaded South Kosala
during the reign of Nannadeva and completed the congquest during
Tivaradeva some time in the 7th century A. D.

D. C. Sircar and G. Bhattacharya give the following genealogy of
the Sarabhapuriya kings* on the basis of available evidence:
1. Sa{abha

2. Nalrendra

3. Prasanna or Prasannamatra

4. Jaya 6. Durga alias Manamatra

5. Pravaral  Vyaghra 7. Sudeva 8. Pravara II

The yamagartta mandala flourished in the second half of the 9th
century A. D. under the rule of the Tungas. So far five copper plate
grants® of the Tunga rulers have been broughtto light. The copper
plate grant discovered from Bonai ® gives the following genealogy of
the Tunga kings:

Vinita Tunga I

|
KhadgaI Tunga
Vinita Tunga IT

1. EL. Vol. XXXV, p. 47, .

*. Vide a descriptive catalogue of the Tunga copper plates given in OHRJ, Vol. XI,
No. 4, facing p. 252.

¥, JBORS, Vol.VI. pp.238—40,
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It is mentioned that Vinita Tunga I, the grandfather of Vinita
Tunga IT came from a place called Rohitasa (Rohitagiri ) which has
been identified with modern Rohitasgarh in  the Shahbad district of
Bihar. Thecharter revealsthat Vinita Tunga was an influential feudatory
chief. In the record, he is described as Maharaja Ranaka, lord of
the cighteen Gondramas, and as one who obtained the ‘five great
sounds’. Vinita Tunga II is also known from his Kharga-prasad
copper plate (897 A. D.) where heisstyled as Maharaja Vinita Tunga.

A collateral branch of the Tunga familyis known from the Talcher
plates® of Gayada Tunga. The exact relationship between the rulers
of two branches is not definitely known, and as such, the genealogy and
chronology of the Tungas are not yet satisfactorily settled. Vendunga
mentioned in one copper plate of Gayada Tunga® has been identified
with Balanga in Bonai. The names of territorial units and other places?
mentioned in the copper plates of the Tunga rulers indicate that Yama-
gartta Mandala was an extensive territory comprising northern part
of Dhenkanal district, the ex-State of Pallahara, and some portions of
Keonjhar and Sundargarh districts.

Epigraphic evidence points to the existence ofa royal family (Varahas)
ruling in the Bonai Mandala about the 10th century A. D. The Bonai
Mandala, known to us from the Bonai copper plate grant® of Udaya
Varaha, comprised, according to Dr. N. K. Sahu “the Eastern portion
of modern Sundargarh district and a part of Deogarh subdivizion of
Sambalpur district”.® He also indentifies Rokela Vishaya mentioned
in the grant with modern Rourkela’. The Bonai copper plate grant
reveals the existence of a group of three kings who belonged to the
Mayura family, viz., Udita Varaha, his son Tejo Varaha, and the
latter’s son Udaya Varaha who issued the above mentioned grant.
The record describes Udaya Varaha as a Parama Saugata (devout
worshipper of Buddha) and as Maharaja Ranaka who ruled over
the Bonai Mandala. It is known from the grant that the family
hailed from Chitrakuta, which may be identified with Chitor or Chito-
rgarh in Rajasthan. There is some truth in this tradition; for we know
of the Mauryas or Moris as ruling over Chitor in the early medieval

1, OHRIJ, Vol. X1, No. 4, pp. 242—254.
', El, Vol. XXXIV, pp. 91 ff.
3, JASB (N. 8.), Vol. v 1909, pp. 347-50.
‘., Binayak Misra, Dynasties of Mediaeval Orissa, pp. 40-41,
t, JBORS, Vol. VI, pp. 241-45.
¢, N.K.Sahu, Utkal University History of Orissa, Vol.1, p.124.
', Ibid,
(34 Rve—4)

The
Varahas of
Bonai
Mandala.
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period!. The Arabs, starting from their base at Sindh overran Chitor
between 723 A. D. and 738 A. D. It was probably after this misfortune
or at a somewhat later date, a scion of the Mauryas came to Orissa
and established authority over the Bonai Mandala. The peacock
emblem of the Varahas further lends support to the theory that the
Varahas were an off-shoot of the Mauryas. The Maurya family of
Bonai Mandala probably had some family connection with the Tungas®
They had close connections with the Adibhanja royal family of Khi-
jjinga Mandala, and Pandita Binayak Misra suggests that Mayurabhanj®
owed its origin to the names of Mayura and Bhanja families®. The
peacock emblem was also adopted by the later kings of Bonai in their
seals’, and the name Bonai, mentioned in the copper plate of Udaya
Varaha, also continues till today.

A glorious and eventful phase started in the history of
Dakshina Kosala with the coming into prominence of the Somavamsis,
Several records give an account of the family beginning with Udayana who
flourished in the first half of the 6th century A.D. Indrabala, the son and
successor of Udayana, held the post of Sarvadhikaradhikrita and
Dutaka under Sarabhapuriya King Mahasudevaraja. The respectful
manner in which Indrabala’s successor Nannadeva is spoken of
in the record of the Sarabhapuriyas indicate that he was a high
official under the Sarabhapuriyas. After the death of Pravararaja II
the Somavamsis who were the feudatories of the Sarabhapuriyas
converted their gubernatorial status into a royal one. Mahasivagupta
Tivaradeva, the son of Nannadeva, wrested the whole of South
Kosala from the hands of the Sarabhapuriyas, and called
himself Kosaladhipati. Tivaradeva was an ambitious ruler and
eventually he became an enemy of Dharmaraja, the Sailodbhava
King of Kongodamandala (Ganjam-Puri region of coastal Orissa).
He made alliance with Madhava, a brother of Dharmaraja, but in the war
that followed he was defeated by Dharmaraja. Thus his ambition to
establish mastery over Utkal was foiled. Tivaradeva was succeeded by

1, R.C.Majumdar (ed), The Classical Age, (Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan), pp. 161-62.

*. The eulogical text of the Bonai grant of the Mayura family is a replica of the
Tunga grants.

8, Itis interesting to note that the name of the Dharani Varaha is mentjoned
in association with the name of Ranabhanja on an Avalokitesvara image
found from Khiching, which was formerly the capital ofthe Bhanjas of
Khijinga Mandala vide Annual report of Archaeological Survey of India
1922-23, p. 128.

4, Binayak Misra, Dynasties of Mediaeval Orissa, p. 62
$_See, above, p. 48,
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Chandragupta, but the Adhabhara plates® seem to suggest that Nanna II
succeeded his father Tivaradeva. The next known rulers of the family
were Harshagupta, and Balarjuna who ruled from their capital at Sirpur.

About the middle of the 9th century A. D. the Somavamsis were
ousted from the Sirpur region by the rising power of the Kalachuris, and
under Janamejaya I Mahabhavagupta, who was probably the son and
successor of Balarjuna, they established a new kingdom in the Balangir-
Sonepur region. This is borne out by the discovery of copper plate grants
of the family from the district of Balangir. Janamejaya I wasa powerful
ruler, and with him began the age of great Somavamsis in Orissa.
He assumed imperial titles like Maharajadhiraja and called himself Kosa-
lendra and Trikalingadhipati. Towards the close of his career, his
kingdom was no longer confined to the Balangir-Sonepur region, but
extended as far as the Baudh region. Ranabhanja, of the Bhanja family
who exercised control over the Baudh regions, was probably defeated
by Janamejaya. This supposition is quite consistent with the testimony
of the Brahmesvara temple inscription® which reveals that Japamejaya
had killed with his Kunta the king of Odra.  Janmejaya I Mahabhava-
gupta also established matrimonial relationship with Bhaumakara ruling
family, his daughter Prithvimahadevi being given in marriage to Bhauma-
kara ruler Subhakardeva IV.

Mahasivagupta Yayati I who became ruler after Janmejaya wasa
worthy successor of his illustrious father. The hostilities with the
Kalachuris were continued during his reign. He seems to have attempted
to establish mastery over Utkal in secret league with his sister Prithvima=
hadevi. Sometime after his 15th regnal year, he shifted his capital,
probably due to expansion of his territory to the east, to Yayatinagar
which Dr. N. K. Sahu identifies with modern village Jakatl on the Mahan-
adi, 11.2 km. to the west of Baudh.®

The son and successor of Yayati I was Bhimaratha Mahabhavagupta.
His reign was peaceful, and he seems to have devoted hisattention for the
consolidation of the Somavamsi dominions. It is known from a copper
plate inscription® found from village Kudopali in Sambalpur district,
that Ranaka Punja, son of Boda, was ruling over Bamanda Patti as a

1, The Classical Age, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan p.221, f.n.2. and EI
XXXI, p. 219

2, El Vol. XXIII, pp. 248—55.
®, N.K.Sahu, Utkal University History of Orissa, Vol.I, p. 137.
. S. N. Rajaguru (ed), Inscriptions of Orissa, Vol. 1V, pp. 237—41,
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feudatory of King Mahabhavagupta who may be identified with Bhimara-
thal. Bamanda Patti? is identified with modern Bamanda. In all
probability he also administered a part of the Sundargarh district under
the Somavamsis.

The next ruler on the Somavamsi throne was Dharmaratha Mahasiva-
gupta. His Khandapara plates®, which refers to the Antarudra Vishaya
in the Puri district definitely proves that Somavamsis had already become
the masters of the coastal region of Orissa by defeating the Bhaumakaras.
Dharmaratha died childless, and he was succeeded by his step brother
Indrarathat. Indraratha who was probably the same ruler as Naghusha
or Nahusha, was defeated and killed by Rajendra Chola sometime in
1022-23 A. D®. His death was followed by a period of anarchy but
fortunately for the kingdom, Chandihara, son of Abihmanyu was chosen
as the ruler, and he ascended the throne as Yayati II Mahasivagupta.
Yayati IT was one of the great rulers of the Somavamsi dynasty and his
striking achievement was the construction of the famous Lingaraja temple
at Bhubaneswar.

Yayati I1 was succeeded by his son Udyotakesari Mahabhavagupta.
By his time, the Somavamsis had been able to establish a vast empire,
and for convenience of administration, Udyotakesari divided his domini-
ons into two political divisions, viz., Kosala and Utkal. While he him-
self directly administered the Utkal region, the Kosala division was
assigned to Abihmanyu, and on his death, it was controlled by Kumara.
Somesvara, who is known to us from his Kelga plates.®  After Udyotake-
sari, his son Janamejaya I17 became the ruler. No record issued by this
monarch has been discovered as yet, but the Nuapatna copper plates 8
prove that during his 5th regnal year, Yuvaraja Dharmaratha was the
ruler of Paschima Kalinga. In all likelihood, after him, Kosala passed
into the hands of the Telugu Chodas in about 1070 A. D. In the Utkal
region, the rule of the Somavamsis, however, continued. Janamejaya
IT was succeeded by Puranjaya, and Kamadeva. The latter ruled till
the Gangas under Chodaganga Deva dealt a blow to the Somavamsis
and stepped into their place in the coastal region early in the 12th century
A. D.

1

. Shri 8. N. Rajaguru, however, takes Mahabhavagupta to be Udyotakesari.

s, Ibid.

3, S. N. Rajaguru (ed), Inscrtpttons of Orissa, Vol. 1V, pp. 280—280 F, Supple-
mentary No. 33-A

. JAS, Vol. VIII, No. 4, pp. 271--76.

. EI, Vol. IX, pp. 223 f.

. El, Vol. XXVHI, pp. 322—26.

. Ratnagiri Charter, EI, XXXIII, p. 263 ff.

. The Copper plates discovered by Dr. K. S. Behera are being edited for
publication.

® @ & .
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Though the exact political condition, of the region after the Somava-
msis is far from clear, a brief reference to history of South Kosala, of
which it formed a pari, may be useful for our purpose. Asnoted above
about 1070 A. D. Yasoraja I, the Telugu Choda lieutenant of Chhindaka
Naga King Someswara established supremacy over Kosala. The avail-
able copper plate grants of this Telugu Choda family show that Suvar-
napur, modern Sonepur, was their political headquarters. Yasorija
I, Somesvara I, Yasoraja II, Somesvara I1, Yasoraja I1I, and Somesvara
HI of the Telugu Choda line are konwn to have ruled the South Kosala.
But by the time the Telugu Chodas occupied Kosala, the Kalachuris
organised their power in Dahala with beadquarters at Tummana. In
course of time, rivalry started between these powers and it ultimately
led to the defeat of the Telugu Chodas. The Kalachuri king Jajalladeva
imprisoned Bhujavala of Suvarnapura and defeated Somesvaradeva
in 1119 A. D. Bhujavala has been identified with Telugu Choda king
Somesvaradeva III, and after his defeat, Kalachuris could occupy
the South Kosala region. !

Ananta Varman Chodaganga Deva of the Ganga dynasty conquered
Utkal sometime in 1112 A. D. and in course of time, extended his
kingdom from the Ganga to the Godavari. A great warrior ag
he was, he naturally desired to conquer western Orissa and invaded
the Kosala territory which was then under the Kalachuris. It is
known from the Kharod stone inscription ¢ that Kalachuri king
Ratnadeva 1II, the grandson of Jajalladeva, defeated Chodaganga
Dev.  Kamarnavadeva, the son of Chodaganga, also followed the
footsteps of his father in waging war against the Kalachuris but he
was defeated. The Ganga-Kalachuri conflict which had been, Continuing
foralongtime, reached a critical stage in the reign of Ganga mcnarch
Anangabhima III. The Chatesvara inscription ® reveals that Vishnu,
the able general of Anangabhima TII, won a decisive victory over the
Kalachuri king of Tummana in battles fought in the banks of the Bhima,
in the outskirts of the Vindhyas, and the sea shore. As a result of this,
extensive tracts of land in western Orissa passed into the hands of the
Gangas. A study of certain maufi grants reveals that Raja Anangabhima
Deva had actually visited the Sambalpur regiont, The Khamvesvari
temple inscription ® proves that Sonepur region was definitely under
the control of the Tmperial Gangas during the time of Bhanudeva (1264

1

- K. C. Panigrahi, Chronology of the Bhaumakaras and the Somavamsis of
Orissa, pp. 41—44.

*. El, Vol. XXI, pp. 161 ff.

3, EI, Vol, XXIX, pp. 127 ff.

‘. N. K. Sahu (ed), New Aspects of History of Orissa, p., 60
5, EI, Vol. XXX1I, pp. 326328,

The Telugu
Chodas and
the Kala-
churis

The Gangas
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1279 A. D.), and placed under the charge of a Governor. These circum-
stantial evidences suggest that Bonai and Gangpur region was under
the Ganga hegemony. It seems that after the conquest of the territory
the Gangas allowed some feudatory chiefs to directly administer the
territory and themselves remained content with the tributes paid by them.
1t was probably during the time of the Gangas that Bonai ard Gangpur
were consolidated as separate political units, and regarded as feudal
states. Local traditions of Gangpur mention the existence of a Kesari
line with sixteen kings who ruled over Gangpur. It is said, they had
their headquarters variously at Belsaragarh, Junagarh, Masabiragarh,
etc. The names of the Kesari kings, which vary in different statement
about them, appear to be mostly imaginary, but the tradition about the
rule of local Kesari dynasty is too strong to be ignored. The tradition
persists till today and the earlier references to this tradition appear in the
writings of Colonel Dalton, and Hunter. Regarding this Keseri dynastys
C. W. E. Connolly in his Settlement Report of 1911, observes as
follows:—

“The earliest chiefs of Gangpur that there is any information of
belonged to the Kishori Bans, and were descendants of the famous
Kishori Bans of Puri, who after their defeat by the Mahrattas fled in
all directions, one ling settling herel”,

Making allowances for his apparent mistakes, from all that could
be gathered from the tradition, it would appear that some of the scions
of the Somavamsis (famous as Kesari kings in the traditions), on their
defeat by the Gangas, migrated to Gangpur region and established their
authority. These Kesari rulers were apparently allowed to carve a
self-contained principality in the Gangpur region and continued as
vassals of the Imperial Gangas. The last of these Kesari rulers, whose
name is given as Raja Deo Kesari in one tradition, was an oppressive
ruler, and eventually he was murdered together with his family members
by a powerful Bhuiyan leader named Madan Pradhan. The consequent
political confusion that prevailed, provided the opportunity for the
progenitor of the Paramara-Sekhara family to seize the land. 2

The Chau- The Chauhan dynasty, which played a very important role in the

hans

political and cultural history of western Orissa, started its rule about the
middle of the 14th century A. D. with Patna, modern Patnagarh in
Balangir district as the headquarters. The available evidence makes

. Quoted in Indrabilas Mukherji, Final Report on the Land -
ment of the Gangpur State, 192’9——1936, p. 2. ¢ Land Revenue  Settle

%, Vide Infra p. 53
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us believe that Ramai Deva was the founder of the Chauhan dynasty
in Patna. The extent of Patna kingdom under Ramai Deva is, however,
not definitely known. Vatsaraja Deva (C. 1386-1410 A. D.) the third
ruler of the dynasty, was a capable warrior, and he extended his kingdom
by waging a number of successful wars against his neighbours. It is
known from Koshalananda Kavya, a semi-historical work on the Chau*
han rule by Pandit Gangadhar Misra, that the contemporary chiefs of
Bonai, Bamanda, Bastar, Baud, Gangpur, Khimjndi, and Nandapuri
were defeated by him and became his vassals *.7 From this account it
seems that the area covered by present Sundargarh district comprising
Bonai and Gangpur came under the Chauhan supremacy. However,
Major H. B. Impey, who was the Deputy Commissioner of Sambalpur
and who also happened to be the first British writer to give a brief
historical sketch of Chayhan rule, credits one Prithvisimha Deva with
these conquests. He takes him to be the fourth ruler of Patna, and referr«
ing to his military achievements, he states :*“The fourth Maharajah, Pirthee-
Singh Deo subjugated and made tributary to Patna, the three é?ﬁg;qn-
dies of Sirgooja, named Bunaee, Gangpoor, and Bamra, and annexed -
to Patna itself by dispossession from the Rajah of Bamra the Zamindaree
of Rehracole and so much of the lands (now) of Sumbulpore on the left
bank of the Mahanuddy, as were contained between Rehracole and
Bamra to the east, Bamra and Gangpoor to the north, and the west
by the river Eebe to its sudden bend west ward and from thence by a
line runing south, to the spotat the eXtremity of the present city of Sumbul-
pore where now the jail bridge stands’2. “Pirthee Singh Deo’ of Major
Impey’s account can be no other ruler than Vatsaraja Deva of the
Koshalananda Kavya. In this connection, it may also be mentioned that
Cobden-Ramsay observes that Gangpur, Bonai, and other neighbouring
States submitted to Baijal Deva, without a fight®. He makes Baijal Deva
“the third chief from Ramai Deva”, but in reality Vatsaraja Deva was
the third Chauhan ruler of Patna. Therefore, his account about the
activities of Vaijal Deva actually applies to Vatsraja Deva who is credi-
ted with these conquests by the Koshalananda. But as this KaVya, is in
the nature of a royal pamegyric, being composed by the court poet of
Chauhan ruler Baliar Singh, the question of its authenticity cannot be
satisfactorily determined in the absence of corroborative evidence. How-
ever, it seems certain that Vatsarajadeva was a powerful ruler of Chauhan
family. After Vatsaraja Deva, rulers like VaijalDeva I, Bhojaraja Deva,

*, Koshalananda, (Orissa State Museum Ms. No.S. M.S.12) Canto XXII-—1€—21

*. Vide Major Impey’s account reprinted in Balangir District Gazetteer, pp.64-65

3, L.E. B. Cobden-Ramsay, Gazetteer of the Orissa Feudatory States, (1950 edn.)
p.285. .
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Prataparudra Deva I, Vikramaditya Deva I, Vaijd.l Deva 1I, and Baja
Hiradhara Deva ruled over the Patna kingdom which, in course of time,
incorporated tke neighbouring territories ncluding Sambalpur. Nara-
simha Deva was the last great Chauhan ruler of Patna. About the middle
of the 16th century, probably to meet the problem of Kalachuri aggres-
sions, Narasimha Deva allowed his brother Balaram Deva to carve out
the semi-independent kingdom of Sambalpur. Balarama Deva was an
ambitious ruler and under him, the new kingdom grew rapidly. From
his time onwards, Sambalpur became a strong power and the glory of
Patna began to decline. A great warrior as he was, he launched vigorous
military campaigns against the adjoining States. He defeated the Haihaya
ruler, and compelled him to cede Sarangarh, Raigarh, Sakti, etc. He
then directed his armies against the Ganga kingdom of Bamanda, and
there, he reinstalled Ramachandra Deva as a feudatory of Sambalpur.
After this, his territory touched that of Surguja as Gangpur was then a
vassal Stqte of the former. In course of time, conflict started between
Sambalpur and Surguja, and Balaram Deva sent an expedition against
the latter through Gangpur. Tradition relates that the soldiers of Sambal-
pur camped at a place called ‘Suadih’ which has, at a later time, devel-
oped into the present town of Sundargarh. The ruler of Gangpur
acknowledged the supremacy of Balaram Deva without any war and
gave him his daughter Kamal Kumari who became the chief queen.
The ruler of Gangpur also enjoyed a special privilege as a vassal; unlike
others he could go to Sambalpur Durbar accompanied with open umbre-
llas. After passing through Gangpur, Balaram Deva attacked Surguja,
and reduced it to a vassal State. He also married a princess of Surguja
royal family and brought to Sambalpur the Anantasayi image of Visnu,
probably as a trophy of his victory. The image is now worshipped at
Sambalpur in a separate temple. After Balaram Deva, his son Hruda~
vanarayan Deva, through the Gangpur princess Kamal Kumari,
became the ruler of Sambalpur. He was succeeded by Balabhadra
Deva and the most significant event of his reign was the war against
Baudh. After him, Madhukara Deva became the ruler. He had six
queens of whom the Gangpur princess was the chief queen. Madhukara
Deva had five sons viz.,, Baliar Singh, Madan Gopal, Banshi
Gopal, Aniruddha Singh, and Ananta Singh. Of these, the ¢ldest prince
Baliar Singh Succeefied his father, He proved to be an ambitious ruler.
It was during his reign that his court poet Pandit Gangadhar Misra wrote
the “Koshalananda Kavya” in Sanskrit. The Koshalananda reveals that
Baliar Singh was a great warrior. He had two favourite horses-Parjang
and Phatejang' who accompanied the king in all important expeditions.

*. Koshalananda Kavyam (published by Sonepur Maharaja in 1929), Canto XXII,60.
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The most remarkable military incident of his reign, as known from the
Koshalananda, was the invasion of Bonai. In the war, Indra Deva,
the lord of Bonai was defeated, and was obliged to acknowledge the
overlordship of Maharaja Baliar Singh. Baliar Singh also crushed the
pride of a Bhanja ruler and overran his territory ‘Yamatangi!. Siba
Prasad Das indentifies Yamatangi with Bonai and states that it was
Indradeva Bhanja of Bonai who became a vassal of Sambalpur?, But
this suggestion does not seem to be correct. The Koshalananda mentions
Indradeva as the ruler of Bonai. The title of Indra Deva is peculiar
to the Kadamba rulers of Bonai, and none of them is known to have
assumed the surname ‘Bhanja’. From this it would appear that Bhanja
of Yamatangi and Indra Deva of Bonai were two different rulers who
sustained defeat in the hands of Baliar Singh. Yamatangi probably
stands for the Yamagartta Mandala which comprised portions of Keonjhar
and Dhenkanal districts. The ruler of Yamatangi probably belonged
to the Keonjhar Bhanja line. There can be no doubt about the conquest
of Bonai by Baliar Singh. The Koshalananda being a contemporary
record, its account should be taken as authentic. Baliar Singh was
undoubtedly the most powerful ruler of Chauhan dynasty of Sambalpur.
Gopinath Sarangi in his ‘Chikitsa Manjari® describes him as possessing
the valour of a lion, and at whose name the enemies got terrified like
deer. Under Baliar Singh, Sambalpur became very powerful command-
ing supremacy over a cluster of 18garhs(States). These ‘Garhs’ accord-
ing to Major H. B. Impey, are as follows®.

1. Patna 10. Bonal

2. Sambalpur 11. Raigarh

3. Sonepur 12. Bargarh

4. Bamanda 13. Sakti

5. Rairakhol 14. Chandrapore

6. Gangpur 15. Sarangarh

7. Baudh 16. Bindra-Nuagarh
8. Athmallick 17. Xhariar
'9. Phuljhar 18. Borasambar

. Koshalananda, Canto XX 48_51.
AERI6QIE AACARARCRIQRIQAIRT @pQdrdas
2009109AQQINAI QRIARI! SYERINSHY TR | YT |
A7QAB! @18R6! AT el FQ@ Q8- AFAIF Fa'sn
deIA6URIATETT @017 ARG 08 OF G86e | ¥o |
26,2 400 ya ¥F6! erIee aIfRel aqif ol
901a edl- ggaqy QIadi- 49! g el SAURE | 8o |
a6 FESIE A9 Be6R 2APAN 6GFAFUTeR q6R

05 96 698Q @1e 998 I AQEIEA RRQQQEQIBCS | Be |

*. Siba Prasad Das, Sambalpur Itihas, Oriya, (History of Sambal 96
PP 349352 Y pur) 1962,

*. Vide, Balangir District Gazetteer, p. 68,
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From this it would appear that Baliar Singh established hegemony
over almost the whole of western Orissa including some of tbe Chhatis-
garh States mentioned above. From that time onwards, the Chal.lhan
rulers of Sambalpur styled themselves as the lord of 18 Garhs, indi-
cating the confederation of 18 States under the hegemoney of Sam‘tfalpur.
The chiefs of 17 semi-independent States, continued to Use the title of
‘Raja’ and could exercise supreme authority in internal affairs m their
respective States. But they paid annual tribute to the Maharaja of
Sambalpur. This political arrangement lasted till the advent of the
British to this region. The Sundargarh tract, comprising Bonai and
Gangpur, also Continued under the Chauhan supremacy till the year

1818 A. D.

In 1751, Aliwardi Khan ceded the territory to the south of the
Suvarnarckha river to the Marathas but the Sambalpur region remained
outside their territorial limits. It was in 1794 that Jayanta Singh, the
ruler of Sambalpur, being harassed by the Marathas, made peace with
them by agreeing to pay an annual tribute of Rs. 32,000 cutcha coins.
The rulers of Bonai and Gangpur were subordinate to the Raja of
Sambalpur and acknowledged him as their overlord. They paid tribute
to the Raja of Sambalpur who accounted with the Marathas. This
arrangement continued till 1800, when the fort of Sambalpur was finally
occupied by the Marathas. After occupation of the territory, the Maratha
Government was seldom able to collect tributes regularly; “they took
by force and tortures whatever they could obtain from all which fell
into their public accounts”. In these circumstances, the Raja of Bonal
became virtually ‘independent’ of the Maratha authorities. !

In the meanwhile, the British invaded Orissa and the fort of Barabati
at Cuttack, which was the headquarters of the Marathas, fell on October
14,1803. As a result of this, Cuttack became a separate Subah under
the British. Soon after, British took a diplomatic step to conquer the
territories which were outside the Cuttack Province by persuading the
Rajas to solicit British protection by entering into an alliance with the
Company on payment of “five gold mohurs annually as wish of courtesy’.
Major Broughton conquered Sambalpur in January 1804, and the
Maratha Governor Tantia  Pharnavis withdrew to  Nagpur-
In the meanwhile, the Treaty of Deogaon has been signed
with the Marathas on December 17, 1803, by which Raghujl
Bhonsla ceded to the East India Company “in perpetual  sove-
reignty, the province of Cuttuck, including the port and district

t. H.ll\;.s%)inha (ed), Selections from the Nagpur Residency Records Vol.I, Nagpur,
s
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of Balasore”. The tenth Article of the Treaty further provided that
“certain Treaties have been made by the British Government with feuda—
tories of Senah Saheb Soubah. These Treaties are to be confirmed”,
This provision was meant to cover the engagements concluded by the
British with the tributary chiefs of Orissa. Raghuji Bhonsla became
reluctant to surrender Sambalpur and its dependencies which had
submitted to the British authority. The British Government informed
the Marathas that the Compauy’s protection had been assured to the
Rajas and that these territories can only be restored to the Marathas
if the chieftains and the Zamindars themselves consented to return to
the Bhonsla Government. In a petition, received by the British on
29th March 1804, the Rani of Sambalpur, and the principal Zamindars
refused to return to the Maratha authority, and informed the British
that they “voluntarily surrendered to the English Government”, and
were willing to pay to the British Government without execuse or irregu—
larity any sum the Government would fix upon them'. The unwilling.
ness of the chieftains strengthened the hands of Wellesley who directed
the Resident at Nagpur to inform Raghuji Bhonsla that the Rajas of
Sambalpur, Patna, etc. had been taken under the British protection
which the Bhonsla had to recognise and ratify as a part of the 10th Article
of the Treaty of Decgaon failing which war would be renewed. It
was with much reluctance that Raghuji accepted it, and the transfer

!, H. N. Sinha (ed), Selections from the Nagpur Residency Records. Vol.I
Nagpur. 1950, pp. 57—58.

Letter from the Rani and principal Zamindars of Sambalpur to Lt. Colonel
Broughton in reply to his letter dated the 26th March, 1804 (English Translaticn)
The important portion of the letter, which was signed among others by Raja Indra
Deo of Bonai, and Raja Indra Suir Deo of Gangpur, is Quoted below.

How there can be a voluntarily return under the dominion of “Government
from which our families, honour and property have received so much injury and how
can we be secure under such an authority. We sincerely and from our souls wish
to remain under the British protection and our only dependence is on your favour;
but with respect to the revenue you have been pleased to allude to, we beg to represent
that we formerly used to pay our respective and legal tribute to our own Raja (the
Raja of Sambalpur) who accounted withthe Marathas; but, since they took the country
into their own hands (three years ago), there has been nothing settled or defined-
they took by force and tortues whatever they could obtain from all which fall into
their public accounts, you, however, our master be pleased to take into "consideration
the produce and ability of the country and whatever sum you may fix upon, we
are submissively willing to pay without excuse or irregularity. We and our familics
are ready to manifest our loyalty and obedience to the Company on all occasions
and will acknowledge no other sovereign. You are our protector and we hope
from you an arrangement which will place us under the permanent protection of the
British Government.”
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was legally confirmed by the 10th Article of the Treaty of Deogaon.
Thus Bonai and Gangpur were also ceded to the British Government
by the Treaty of Deogaon.

After Wellesley left India, the British followed a policy of peace
and non-intervention, and decided to transfer Sambalpur, and the ad-
joining tetritories to Bhonsla. Captain Roughsedge was deputed to
Sambalpur to open negotiations with the Rani of Sambalpur and other
Zamindars. After prolonged discussions, the chiefs, except Raja of
Raigarh, were persuaded to return to the Maratha authority. Accor-
dingly, Bonai and Gangpur were also restored to Raghuji Bhonsla by
a special agreement in 1806. The two States continued under the
Marathas till 1818, when they reverted to the British Government under
the provisional agreement concluded with Madhoji Bhonsla (Appa
Sahib). Formerly, Sambalpur Garhjats including Bonai and Gangpur
were dependent on the king of Sambalpur ; when they were ceded to
the British Government in 1818, “advantage was taken of the circum-
stances under which Sambalpur and Patna were found to annul the
dependency of the other Zamindars on these two chiefs ; and in 1821,
separate Sanads were granted to each Zamindar, and separate engage—
ments taken”. Thus Gangpur and Bonai ceased to be ‘estates’ of
Sambalpur. They were formally and finally ceded to the British under
the treaty of 1826. With regard to tribute, the British Government
fixed it on a lower scale than that which was levied under the Marathas
and fresh settlements were made in 1827.

After the Kol insurrection of 1831—33! a new province called
‘South Western Frontier Agency’ under an officer designated Agent
to the Governor-General, was constituted under Regulation XIII of
1833. Bonaiand Gangpur were under the jurisdiction of this Agency.
In 1864, the designation of the Agency was altered from South West
Frontier Agency to Chutia Nagpur (Chota Nagpur), and the Agent
to the Governor-General became Commissioner. It was admipi-
stered as a non-regulation province under the control of the Leiutenant-
Governor of Bengal.

In 1860, Sambalpur group of States, with the exception of Bonai
and Gangpur, were transferred to the Superintendent of Tributary
Mahals, Cuttack, and subsequently on April 30, 1862, Sambalpur was
made over to the newly constituted Central Provinces. Bonai and
Gangpur, however, continted to remain with Chota Nagpur. In 1863,
for the administration of justice, the Government of Bengal issued rules

;1 Iiz K. Dutta, Anti-British Plots and Movements Before 1857, Meerut, 1970
PpP. ““al. ()
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for the guidance of chiefs of Tributary Mahals of Chota Nagpur. The
chiefs were empowered to pass sentences of imprisonment up to 2 years,
and they could also impose fines not exceeding Rs. 50. However, sub-
ject to confirmation by the Commissioner of Chota Nagpur, they were
vested with judicial powers of sentences of imprisonment up to five
years and fines not exceeding Rs. 200. They had no power of whipping

and all orders passed by them were liable to revision by the Commis-
sioner.

In 1891, the Secretary of State in Council decided that Chota Nagpur
States do not form part of British India, and accordingly new Sanads
were granted to Bonai and Gangpur in 1899 which regulated their rela~
tions with the British Goverpment. The Sanad granted to Raja Raghu-
nath Sekhar Deo of Gangpur is given in Appendix IIl in order to
show his powers and position vis-a-vis the British.

On October 16, 1905, the two States were transferred from the control
of the Commissioner of Chota Nagpur and placed under the charge of
the Commissioner of Orissa. On partition of Bengal in 1905 the Sanads
of Bonai and Gangpur were superseded by Sanads of December 23,
1905 fixing their tribute for a period of 14 years and appointing the
Commissioner of Orissa as the officer to be consulted by the chiefs in
place of the Commissioner of Chota Nagpur. In 1906, the post of
a Political Agent was created for the Orissa States under the Commis-
siongr of Orissa. In 1912, the Bihar and Orissa Province was consti-
tuted, and the control over the Feudatory States of Orissa was
transferred to the new Government at Patna. Revised Sanads were
granted to chiefs of Bonai and Gangpur in 1915 in which the clause
requiring payment of nazrana on succession was omitted. The Sanads
were again revised in 1919 to bring them more into conformity with
those granted to the heirs of other Orissa States. The Orissa States
continued to be under the Commissioner of Orissa Division till 1922,
when the Political Agent was designated as Political Agentand Comunis-
sioner, Orissa Feudatory States, and was placed directly under the
Governor of Bihar and Orissa. In 1924, the tribute fixed for these two
States was enhanced. With effect from April 1,1933, prior to the intro-
dution of provincial autonomy, the States were placed in direct political
relation with the Government of India through the Political Agent,
Orissa States and the Resident for the Eastern States Agency. In 1937,
revised Sanads were granted to the Rajas of Orissa. Since 1942 Bonai
was under the direct management of the Political Agent, Orissa States,
Sambalpur. The States became independent with the lapse of British
Paramountcy on August 15, 1947.
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é2 SUNDARGARH

In course of time, in the Sundargarh region, there developed two
sclf contained political units, viz., Gangpur and Bonal, each having
a distinct series of rulers. The accounts of these Raj-families are

presented below.

The earlier history of the ruling family of the ex-State of Bonai
is not quite clear. Our knowledge of it is mainly derived from oral
traditions. Regarding the origin of the family, E. A. Gait narrates
the following episode :

“The ruling family claims a mysterious and foreign origin. They
say that they came from Sakuldip or Ceylon, and that the founder of
the family was abandoned by his mother under a Kadam tree. Being
thus on the point of falling into the hands of an enemy, the infant was
rescued by a peacock, which swallowed him, and kept him in its maw
until the danger was passed. In gratitude for this service the peacock
was adopted as the family crest. In reference to this early connection
with the Kadam tree they describe themselves as Kadam Bansi
Rajputs”.! The legendary account of the circumstances of the origin,
as given in the tradition, is valueless for historical purposes. Commen~
ting on this tradition about the origin from Sakul Dwipa or Ceylon,
Hunter observed in 1877, “Looking, however, to their position as rulers
over powerful Bhuiya vassals, who hold the bulk of the land, Co-
mmand the militia of the state, and have even the right of conferring
the tilak or token of investitute on the chief, there canbe no doubt that
the Raja of Bonai was originally nothing more than the tribal head of
the Bhuiya clan. If Colonel Dalton’s theory be correct, that the Bhuiyas
formed a portion of the army with which Rama invaded Ceylon, and
were, infact, the veritable apes of the Ramayana, it would seem as if the
family of the chief had taken advantage of an ancient legend, to conceal
their obviously aboriginal ancestry under the fiction of Cinghalese
descent”  The theory of the alleged Ceylonese origin of the Bonai
Raj-family appeatrs to be absurd, and later Durbar sources conbect
the ruling house with the Kadamba branch of Rathor Rajputs. They
are kshtriya by caste and belong to the Lunar dynasty. The emblem
of the state is peacock. One peculiarity of the Raja-family is that the
ruler on succession to the gadi always takes his grand father’s surname.

L. Letter No. 2959, P. dated Calcutta, July 31, 1907 from E. A. Gait, Chief
Secretary to Government of Bengal, Secretary to the Government
of India, Foreign Department. The tradition is also mentioned by
Cobden-Ramsay, in his Gazetteer of Feudatory States of Orissa.

*. W. W. Hunter, 4 Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol. XVII, London, 1877
p.17 ’
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The Rajfamily had chequered history and it moulded the destiny
of Bonai till the merger of the State in 1948. In course of time,a branch
of the Kadambas of Bonai also ruled over Rairakhol. There are no
authentic records for reconstruction of the history. Local Oriya works
like Kadamba Gatha of Pandit Madan Mohan Misra and Vamsavali
of Pandit Gopinath Misra Kavibhusana throw some light on the tradi-
tional history of the Raj-family. According to the traditional account,
Raja Pratap Bhanu Deo founded the State some time in the thirteenth
century A. D. At that time, the State is said to have been divided into
five principalities rvled by aboriginal Zamindars who were more or
less independent of one ancther. The progenitor of the Kadamba
Raj-family drove out four of these aboriginal Zamindars with the
help of one Zamindar® and subjugated the land.

Our knowledge about the history of the Raj-family before the advent
of the British suffers from much uncertainty due to paucity of reliable
materials, It is believed that Makaradhwaja Govinda Deo, who was
the 28th in descant from the founder of the Kadamba family, shifted
his capital to the present town of Bonaigarh® It is known from the
*Vamsavali’ of Pandit Gopinath Misra Kabibhusana that there was a
boundary dispute between Bamanda and Bonai which resulted in a war in
the reign of Raja Kali Chandra Indra Deb® of Bonai (C. 1626 to 1660
A.D.). The Kadamba Gatharelates that Dulha Deva, king of Bamanda,
after destroying the subdued country entered into Kantasara, a village
in the Bonai State. In this war, the king of Bonai got military assistance
from his uncle Raja Gopinath Harichandan of Talcher. However,
there is no authentic record to corroborate this tradition ; but being
neighbouring States, there seems to have been occasional hostility between
the two®.

In 1804, Rajah Indra Deo was the ruler of Bonai®. Bonai came
under the control of the East India Company in 1818 under the provi-
sional agreement concluded with Madhuji Bhonsala (Appa Sahib).
During the Kol insurrection of Singhbhum (1820—1821), the peace of
Bonai was affected. The main centres of depredation of Lurka Kols
were Bamanghati, Keonjhar and north-east quarter of Bonai®. The

1 Report on the Administration of the Bonai State 1945-46, p. 2.

s, Vide JKHRS, Vol. I, No. 2, 1946, p. 168.

3, Vamsavali, canto X, Quoted in JKHRS, Vol. 11, No. 1, p. 36, foot note.

4, JXHRS, Vol. II, No. 1, P. 136, see also Sambalpur District Gazetteer, p. 82,
8 H.N.Sinha (ed), Selections from the Nagpur Residency Records, Vol. 1, p. 58.
s, JBRS, Vol. XLIII, Parts I & 2, p. 74.
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rebellion was, however, suppressed by the British Government. The
chiefs of Bonai, Mayurbhanj, and Keonjhar were asked to extend faci-
lities for the movement of British troops through their territories’.

Bonai was finally ceded to the British under the treaty of 1826, when
Raghuji Bhonsla III, attained majority. It was administered by the
Governor General's Agent for the S. W. Frontier Agency. Major
J. R. Ouscley, Agent to the Governor-General, who toured Bonai in
1840 has left a contemporaneous account which forms the carliest
authentic record on the political, and economic condition of the State®.
The territory then ruled by Raja Indra Deo, was in a backward and
chaotic condition being plundered by marauding bands of Thakurs from
the neighbouring States. Major Ouseley has mentioned that the annual
Government Jama of Bonai was Rs. 200, whereas the amount probably
collected by him was Rs. 6000. He estimated that Jama would be
increased to Rs. 1,00,000 in full cultivation®. However, no improve-
ment could be marked with regard to cultivation. Touring in 1863-64,
Colonel T. Dalton found Bonai “for the most part a mass of unin-
habited hills, only of the Whole 17 th being under cultivation®”. He

noticed 83 deserted village sites in the State. Raja Chandra Deo,
who succeeded Indra Deo was an imbscile ruler, and during his
insanity the State was administered by his ecldest son Dayanidhi
Deo. The State paid an annual tribute of Rs. 200 to the British Govern-
ment. Besides this, it had to furnish a contingent of armed men for
military service if required by the Government. During the Keonjhar
disturbances of 1867-68, “the rural levy from Bonai amounted to a
dozen match lockman, and between forty and fifty archers®’.
“Dayanidhi Deo rendered good service during this rising, and on
August 1, 1868, twenty five insurgent Bhuiya leaders surrendered to him.
This broke the backbone of the movement and paved the way for the
capture of Ratna Naik and Nanda Naik on the 15th August, 1868.For
his valuable services, the title of ‘Bahadur’ was conferred upon him by
the Governor-General®. The Sawnt,  the Bhuiyan Zamindar of Bonai,
the Danpat and Mahapatra (the two Gond Jagirdars of Bonai) were
also presented with swords and shields.

1. P. Mukherjee, Orissa in the 19th Century, Utkal University, p. 222.
3, The tourdiary of J. R. Ouseley has been given as Appendix I.

8, OHRJ, Vol. V, No. 3, p. 175.

4. Report of Colonel Dalton is given in Appendix II.

®. W. W. Hunter, 4 Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol. XVIL p. 179,
¢, Vide, Foreign Department No. 810F, dt. May 5, 1871.
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Bonaigarh was the capital of the State. Hunter gives the following
description of the place ; “Bonaigarh, the residence of the chief, occu-
pies a picturesque bend of the Brahmani river in latitude 28° 49" and,
longitude 85° 0, the site being 505 feet above sea level. The garh
or fort itself, has the river on three sides, and is further defended by
high mud wall and moat. Within this enclosure are about 150 houses,
including those of the chief, his court house and jail™.

Regarding the ruling family he remarks, “The family live in good
style, and are not in debt. They say themselves that the net income of
the state does not amount to more than Rs. 5000 (£ 500) per annum,
Their expenses, however, must largely exceed this, as they dress well,
keep two elephants and several horses, and, inspite of their marked
aboriginal features, have married into good Rajput families”2.

After managing the affairs of the State as Tikait, Dayanidhi Deo
succeeded to the gadi, under the title of Raja Bahadur Indra Deo on
September 12, 1876. The State began to progress during his reign.
Undzr the orders of J. E. K. Hewitt, the Commissioner of Chota Nagpur,
the first land revenue settlement was conducted in certain areas in 1879.
Tha settlemant, madz with ths indigenous padika, was confined to culti-
vable wet lands only. The lands lying within the zamindary areas were
not covered by the seftlement. Hewitt fixed the rates of rent in
consuliation with kings, leadingmen and the raiyats. This brought
to an e1d ths hostility batwzen th: chief and th: Swant, the recognised
head of the Bhuiyans who was the only Zamindar in the State. The
quarrel between the Chief and the Swant which had begur in 1871 had
cawsed mch distress to th: pzople. When there was a satisfactory
settlement, the raiyats were left unmolested to carry on their pursuits.
The Chief granted various concessions to people to prevent them from
emizrating to neighbouring States. He even encouraged Mundas,
Oraons, and other people from Ranchi and Singhbhum te come into
his State and occupy jungle areas on easy terms. In 1883, hostility
started between the Chief and his Gond Jagirdars over the question
of rents and cesses.  This culminated in a veritable rising in 1888. Raja
Udit Narayan Singh Deo of Saraikala rendered good service to the
British during this Bonai rising of 1888%. At last a compromise was
effected in 1889 between the conflicting parties by W. H. Grimley,
Commissioner of Chota Nagpur Civision. Raja Nilambar Chandra

1. W. W. Hunter, A Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol. XVII, p. 174,
s, 1bid p. 175.

%, Vide, P. C. Roy Choudhury (ed), Singhbhum District Gazetteer, p. 104,
(34 Rev.—5)
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Deo, who succeeded his father Raja Bahadur Dayanidhi Indra Deo
was not an able ruler, and during his reign the affairs of the State
lapsed into a very chaotic condition. The Raja caused much compli-
cations by leasing out certain forests to timber merchants without refe~
rence to the Commissioner. As this was incontravention of the Govern-
ment order, agreements made by the Raja were revised by the Commi-
ssioner in December, 1901. Raja Nilambar Chandra Deo died
on February 19, 1902 and his eldest son Dharani Dhar Deo was
recognised as the chief under the title of Raja Indra Deo. He was born
on the 13th December, 1882 at Bonaigarh and was educated at
Deogarh in Bamra. As he was a minor at the time of the déath of
his father, the state was brought under the Goverhment management
and G. M. Shanahan became the Manager of the State on a salary
of Rs. 300 per month. E. A. Gait, Chief Secretary to the Govern-
ment of Bengal makes the following observation about the chief in
1907 :

“The present chief is an intelligent lad, but hardly trained and edu-
cated. He has been brought to Ranchi for education and placed under
the guardianship of a special-tutor—guardian appointed with the sanction
of Government. A most serious charge in connection with the murder
of one Brinda keot was preferred against him during the year, and from
an enquiry held under Government orders by Mr. officiating Commis-
sioner W. Muada it appeared that the two very gross outrages
were committed on the persons of two of the subjects viz. Brinda and
Madhab keot; that there was no doubt that these outrages
were committed with the knowledge of the minor chief, though per-
haps the perpetrators went further 