CHAPTER VIII

MISCELLANEOUS OCCUPATIONS

In the ex-State of Bonai (present Bonai subdivision), during the glg:;gli)ERGER
beginning of the twentieth century almost in every village there were
small settlements of Panas, who wove cloths from locally grown cotton.
The people of Hansi caste also wove coarse cotton cloth somewhat
finer than those woven by the Panas. These people wove the clothes
for the village community. There were also the village plough-makers

and potters who worked for two or three villages in the neighbourhood.
The jungle tribes collected tusser, lac, myrobalans, sabai grass, and

other jungle products for the contractors and received payment in cash
or kind, Bamboo mat and wicker work were done by the Turi, Dom,
and Khond castes. Brass and bronze vessels, dishes and ornaments
of all usual forms in rough description were made by Kansari caste.
Iron smelting was done by men of the Kamar caste and they prepared
fine domestic and -agricultural implements. Gold-washing was done
by the Jhora caste. Gold was obtained from the sands in the bed of
the Brahmani river and its tributary streams. The earnings of a Jhora
gold~washer averaged about twenty paise per day. A unique occupation
was that of the manufacture of vessels of soap-stone or khari for culinary
and other domestic use. This occupation was followed by men of
the Bhumij caste. Very neat vessels of all the usual domestic shapes
and sizes were turned out of this stone. The number of persons engaged
in these occupations is not available.

During the beginning of the twentieth century, in the ex-State
of Gangpur (present Sundargarh and Panposh subdivisions), the
principal occupation of the people was agriculture. Out of the total
population 84'5 per cent were agriculturists, 10'8 per cent followed
industry, 1°1 per cent were engaged in trade, and only 04 per
cent followed professions. There were no indigenous manufacturers,
The village weavers prepared the cloth required by the people and eked
out a precarious livelihood owing to the competition of mill-spun goods.
The lime quarries at Bisra ; two large timber companies with their
headquarters at Rourkela, and Kalunga ; and the manganese quarrieg
employed a considerable amount of Ilabour. Gold-washing was
carried out in most of the rivers and streams by Jhora Gonds, who
thus gained a sustainable livelihood.

After the merger of the ex-States, a regular Census enumeration POST-
was undertaken in 1951. The Census of 1951 showed that of the total PEf{II{OGlER
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350 SUNDARGARH

population of 552,203 as many as ‘479,415 pursued agricultural occu-
pation as their principal means of livelihood. Thus about 86'82 per cent
of the total population depended on agriculture for their living, and
the remaining 13'18 per cent on industries and services. Of those
who lived on agriculture 415,218 persons (69°29 per cent) belonged
to the class of cultivators of land wholly or mainly owned by them-
selves and their dependants, 47,749 persons (8'65 per cent) were agri-
cultural labourers, 15,051 persons (2'73 per cent) were cultivators of
land unowned and their dependants, and only 1,397 persons (0°'25 per
cent) were non-cultivating owners of land and their dependants. Only
25,305 persons (4'78 per cent) derived their principal means of liveli-
hood from production other than cultivation and 37,398 persons
(6°77 per cent) were dependent on other services and miscellaneous
sources of income. Only 7,759 persons (1°42 per cent) obtained their
income from commerce, while a small number of 2,326 persons (0°42
per cent) depended on transport.

During 1954-55, an economic sample survey’ was undertaken
for the rural population of the district in which the family was taken
as a unit. The survey showed that 82'3 per cent were agricultural
families and 17°5 per cent were non-agricultural families. Of the agri_
cultural families 70°3 per cent belonged to the class of cultivators of
land wholly owned, 1'5 per cent were cultivators of land unowned, 0.5
per cent were non—cultivating owners, 9°9 per cent were agricultura]
labourers, and 0°1 per cent did not come in any of these classes,
The significant feature was that the district stood second in the State so
far the number of owner-cultivators is concerned.

The non-agricultural classes were divided into four main occupa-
tion-groups. Of the total non-agricultural families 8'7 per cent derived
their major source of income by working as labourers, 0'5 per cent
from trade, 4'0 per cent from production other than cultivation, and
43 per cent from service and profession.

In comparison with the occupational figures of 1951 Census this
survey has also indicated, more or less, the same number of persons
engaged in different occupations.

The economic classification adopted in the Census of 1951 under.
went a substantial change in the Census of 1961. In the Census of
1951 the chief criteria were “economic dependance” i. e., a dependant

1. Boonomic Suryey of Orissa, vol, I. Sadasiy Misra, M.A., Ph, D. (London)
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MISCELLANEOUS OCCUPATIONS 251

who earned some amount of income which was not adequate for inain-
taining himself, and “income’’; while in the Census of 1961 the popula-
tion was divided into two broad classes viz., workers and non-workers.
The term *“‘workers” included all persons working as well as the working
children irrespective of their earning income.

In 1961, there were 383,029 workers in the district which comprised
252,755 males and 130,274 females, and constituted 50°5 per cent of the
total population. Besides, there were 143,459 males and 232,129
females treated as non-workers. Students of no income, housewives
and other adult females who did no other work than house—hold duties,
infants, disabled persons, beggars, convicts in jail, and unemployed
persons were grouped under this category.

Out of the total working population 214,829 persons were engaged
as cultivators and 44,316 persons as agricultural labourers. Besides’
5,581 persons were engaged in mining and quarrying, 15,948 in household
industry, 21,567 in other manufacturing works and 5,976 in construction
work and 7,025 in trade and commerce. In transport, storage and
communication 7,060 persons were engaged. There were 60,727 persons
who followed other vocations not enumerated above.

According to the Census of 1971 the district had a total population
of 1,030,758 as against, 758,617 of 1961 Census, of which 530,836
were males and 499,922 females. In the district-wise rural and urban
composition of population in the State the highest percentage of urban
population is recorded in this district (23'25 per cent) which is mainly
due to the development of the Rourkela township during the last decade-
Incidentally it may be mentioned that although Cuttack (in Cuttack
district) is the largest city of the State its population constitutes 507
per cent of the total population of the district whereas the population of

Rourkela city makes up 16'74 per cent of the population of Sundargarh
district.

The total number of workers in the district is 324,122 of which
293,053 are males and 31,069 females . The number of workers
constitutes 31'6 per cent of the total population, the male and female
workers respectively accounting for 55°3 and 6'6 per cent of the total
male and female population. In 1961 the total number of workers made
up 50.5 per cent of the total population and the male and female workers
respectively constituted 63'8 and 36°0 per cent of the corresponding
total population.

In the total working population cultivators, agricultural labourers,
and other residual workers respectively accounted for 430, 16'6 and
40.4 per cent in 1971, The corresponding figures for 1961 were 561,
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116, and 32'3 per cent and for 1951 were 78°17, 865, and 13°18 per cent,
The reason for the sharp decline in the participation rates specially
among females could partly be attributed to the change in the defini-
tion of workers adopted for 1971 Census as compared to that of 1961.
The definition adopted in 1961 was elastic allowing for inclusion as
workers of housewives, students, who rendered only casual assistance in
some economically productive work like cultivation, household industry
done by other members of the family. But according to 1971 Census
a man or woman who was engaged primarily in household duties or a
student attending an institution, even if such a person helps in the family
economic activity but not as full time workers should not be treated as a
worker for the .main activity. Application of this test might have
resulted in non-inclusion, particularly in the rural areas, of a large
number of housewives and students as workers in the 1971 Census al:
though they would have been classified as such in 1961.

It is noticed from the above figures that while the percentage of
actual cultivators is gradually decreasing, the rate of participation in
agricultural labour and other occupations is steadily increasing.

In 1971, there were 1,40,027 persons engaged as cultivators;
54,297 persons as agricultural labourers; 5,727 persons in livestock,
forestry, fishing, hunting, plantations, orchards and allied activities;
2,569 persons in mining and quarrying; 43,475 persons in manufac-
turing, processing, servicing and repairs of housechold and other than
household industries; 2,089 persons in construction; 14,523 persons
in trade and commerce; 11,548 persons in transport, storage, and
communication; and 39, 867 persons in other services. Besides, there
were 7,06,636 persons treated as non-workers who do not have sub-
stantial contribution towards any economic activity of the district.

The occupational pattern of the district, and of Rourkela City,
Sundargarh town, and Rajgangpur town and the subdivisions, viz.,
Sundargarh, Panposh, and Bonaiin 1971 is given in details in Appen-
dix I of the Chapter.

For the establishment of the Rourkela steel plant, the State
Government had initially acquired 20,000 acres of land affecting
families in 31 villages. In addition to this 725.31 acres were acquired
at Mandira, and Purnapani. The rehabilitation of these displaced
persons thus become a responsibility of the Government and the
State was obliged to ensure them jobs in the Hindustan Steel Limited,
In October 1966, a formula was devised on the basis of which one
able-bodied person from each - displaced family was given priority
consideration for a job in the Rourkela steel plant. By the 1st January
‘1971, 2,899 persons -had found jobs in the Hindustan Steel Limited
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The Hindustan Steel Limited is the biggest employer engaging
34,014 perscns, up to December 1971. The Orissa Cement Limited,
Rajgangpur, has employed 3,470 persons. The Utkal Machinery
Limited, Kansbahal, has employed 1,231 persons. Besides, there are
a number of small-scale industries in and around Rourkela which
have employed a number of technical personnel, ministerial staff, and
labourers. There were 67,439 persons in the entire district in 1971
employed both in public and private sectors. After the nationali-
sation of the Banks, the scheme of self-employment has taken a mcde-
rate shape due to the insecurity involved in advancing loans withcut
adequate security. The Credit Guarantee Corporation, which was
started in 1971 helped in this matter by taking over the functions of
underwriting a loan or standing guarantee for security.

The Union Government employees of the district besides the
employees of the Rourkela steel plant, numbered a few hundreds
mostly engaged in the departments of the Posts and Telegraphs;
and the Railways, In the departments of the State Government, em-
ployees of different grades are working whose duties and spheres
of activity vary.

During 1972, the strength of the police force in the district was
1,601. There were two Superintendents of Police, one Additional
Superintendent of Police, three Deputy Superintendents of Police,
14 TInspectors, 91 Sub-Inspectors, 64 Assistant Sub-Inspectors,
137 Havildars, and 1,289 Constables. In 1972, there were 567 employ-
ees (356 officials and 211 Conservancy staff) working in the local self-
Government organisations. There are cmployees in other depart.
msnts which have been dealt in the Chapter, Other Departments.

Besides, there are people who pursue other vocations as discu_
ssed  below.

In the ex-State of Gangpur there were 137 schools and the teaching
staff consisted of 331 persons including 12 females. In the ex-State
of Bonai there were 76 schcols and the teaching staff consisted of 144
persons of which 31 were trained teachets.

In 1972, there were 73 H. E. schools with 683 teachers (584 males
and 109 females), 180 M. E. Schools with 905 teachers (856 males
and 49 females), 1268 Primary schools with 2,418 teachers (1,927 males
and 491 females), four Junior Basic schools with 8 male teachers, one
Arts and Crafts school with 4 teachers, four Ashram schools with 30
teachers (23 males and 7 females), 91 Sevashram schools with 177 teachers,

Epuca-
TIONAL
FROFESSION
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three Elementary Training schools with 12 teachers, one Polytechnic
school with 47 teachers, and one school with a single teacher each in
the jails at Rourkela, and Sundargarh.

As per the statistics available in 1972 as many as 217 college teachers,
both technical and non-technical, were serving in different higher edu-
cational institutions in the district.

g’f{%‘;‘E‘;’;‘fON In the past there were a few Kavirajas who prepared medicines

from indigenous roots and herbs in ayurvedic formulae. The most
notable among them was Late Braja Sundar Purohit who distributed
medicines free of cost to the patients. Allopathy was first introduced
in 1875 with the opening of a dispensary in Sundargarh.

Allopathy In 1972, there were 23 allopathic hospitals, 15 dispensaries, 16
Primary Health Centres, one Mobile Health Unit, one Medical Aid
Centre, and 577 Maternity Centres and sub-centres. In all these
institutions 202 allopathic doctors, 171 nurses, 40 midwives, 20
Health Visitors, and 77 pharmacists and compo unders were working
in the district. Besides, there are a few private allopathy doctors
practising in Rourkela City, Rajgangpur, and Sundargarh.

Homeopathy There are four homsopathic dispensaries located atKhuntagaon,
Darlipali, Bandhabahal, and Sankobahal each provided with a
doctor. ITn 1972, there were 750 registered homeopathic doctors in
the district.

Ayurveda Ayurveda is also preferred by a number of persons. In 1972
there were 10 ayurvedic dispensaries located at Nandapara, Sarsara.
Balang, Beladamal, Sikajore, Chungimati, Rouldega, Sole, Khat-
kurbahal, and Khuutagaon, each provided with a Kaviraja. In
1972, there were 56 registered Kavirajas in the district.

LEGAL In 1972 there were 74 advocates practising at the district and the

PROFESSION  gubdivisional headquarters, namely Sundargarh, Uditnagar, and Bonai-
garh. Most of these advocates practise both in civil and criminal
courts.

In Sundargarh town there were 30 advocates of whom five are
practising in civil courts, fifteen in both civil and criminal courts, and
nine in criminal couits. Among them there were two Bar-at-Laws.
Out of these advocates four get an average income of Rs. 3,000 per
month, five earned an income of Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 1,500 per month, and
the other twenty averaged between Rs. 200 to Rs. 700 per month.
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MISCELLANEQUS OCCUPATIONS 255

In Bonaigarh there were nine advocates whose monthly income
ranged between Rs. 200 to Rs. 300. The advocates are practising in
the courts of Munsif, Subdivisional Magistrate, Subdivisional Officer,
Magistrate 1st Class, and Tahasildar,

Tn Rourkela there were 35 advocates practising in different courts.

In 1972, in the district in other occupations there were 11 bakeries
and biscuit factories employing on an average 227 persons daily-
These were located at Sundargarh, Rajgangpur, and Rourkela. In 1972°
in publicity, printing and allied occupations about 64 persons were
working daily and eighty-five persons were engaged in milling of rice
and wheat. During the said year, there were four ice factories at Rour-
kela engaging 48 persons and 1,417 people were engaged in manufactu-
ring of suitcases, grills, gates, rolling shutters, bolts, nuts, tin—containers,
agricultural implements, and mechanical spare parts from iron and steel.
In the manufacture of chemicals, such as, insecticides, phenyle, soap,
and cosmetics 100 persons on an average were engaged daily. Besidess
there are many people who are engaged as cooks, maids, water—bearers,
and butlers. Their number was 3,627 in the Census of 1961.

Many artisans are engaged in various crafts of which a few are
mentioned below in order of their numerical importance. The figureg
relate to 1961 Census.

St Name of occupation Number of
No. artisans
1. Spinnets, Weavers, Knitters, Dyers and related 43815
workers.
2. Blacksmiths .. 3,294
3. Bakers, Cdnfectioners, and Sweetmeat makers 3,019
4. Basket makers - 2,912
5. Potters . 2,503
6. Washermen .. 1,910
7. Goldsmiths and Silversmiths .. 1,908
8. Shoe-makers and repairers .. 1,650
9. Masons .. 1,299
10. Tailors .. 948
11. Barbers . 495
12. Carpenters .- 464

OTHER
Occupas
TIONS

ARTISANS
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